[A long experience in basic therapy of rheumatoid arthritis].
183 patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) received basic drugs for 3 to 15 years. The patients were followed up for 13.5 years, on the average, with intervals 6-48 months. Clinical, laboratory, instrumental and morphological methods of investigation were used. The findings are reviewed on the mortality and causes of death, lethal tumors, overall complications and those observed in 55 patients on glucocorticoids.